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Today’s Presentation

• What do the Wetlands Program 
Stormwater Standards require?

• Back up to 30,000 feet: How do the 
Stormwater Standards promote 
planning for stormwater?

• How Can Towns Use the Stormwater 
Standards to Meet Local Goals?



Wetland Regulation Amendments 

� Stormwater Standards . . .

� Previously a Wetlands & 401 WQC 
Policy

� Now - written into Wetlands & 401 
Certification Regulations

� Now - applies to All Wetlands NOIs & 
401 Applications Beginning January 2, 
2008 
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New Regulation Amendments
Substantive ChangesApplicability

New StandardStandard 10: Illicit Discharges

Overall:  No changes
O&M activities: Minor Changes 
BMP jurisdiction: Major change 

Jurisdiction

Minor Changes and Major ClarificationsStandard 9: O&M

Minor ChangesStandard 8: Construction Period

Minor Changes and ClarificationStandard 7: Redevelopment

Minor ChangesStandard 6: Critical Areas

Substantive ChangesStandard 5: LUHPPLs

Substantive and Minor ChangesStandard 4: Water Quality

Substantive ChangeStandard 3: Recharge

No Substantive ChangesStandard 2: Peak Rate Control

No Substantive ChangesStandard 1: No Untreated 
Discharges/Erosion



Thomas Maguire, MassDEP

Thomas Maguire, MassDEP

Standard 3:
Recharge



New Higher Recharge Volumes

Hydrologic 
Group

New 
Recharge 
Depth x 

Total 
Impervious 

Area

Old Recharge 
Depth x Total 
Impervious 

Area

A 0.60 inches 0.40 inches

B 0.35 inches 0.25 inches

C 0.25 inches 0.10 inches

D 0.10 inches waived



Standard 4:
Water Quality:

TSS
• Greater Emphasis on  

Source Controls
• Long term Pollution 

Prevention Plan 
Required
� New BMPs added to MassDEP TSS 

Removal Table

� Update TSS Removal Numbers to 
Reflect Latest Science

DON’T 
FORGET TO 

ADSORB 
YOUR 

SUSPENDED 
SEDIMENT



• New -Tables
• New - PPP
• Pretreatment for 

LUHPPL
• New - 1-inch Rule
• Source Controls
• Specific Treatment 

BMPs
• New - Recharge 

Now Required in 
Zone II

Standard 5: 
LUHPPL

LUHPPL = 

Land Use with Higher 
Potential Pollutant 

Load



Standard 6:
Critical Areas

� Discretion May Be Exercised to Require 
Removal of Other Constituents to Prevent 
Pollution to Wetlands
• Especially Critical if TMDL Established or 

Redevelopment Site

• New BMP List of Devices To Be Used to 
Discharge to or near Critical Area

� 1-inch Rule

� New 44% TSS 
Pretreatment Prior 
to Recharge Thomas Maguire, MassDEP



Standard 7: 
Redevelopment

• New - Redevelopment Checklist
• Construction Period Controls Required
• Long term Pollution Prevention & O/M Plans 

Required
• New - Meet Recharge Standard “Maximum 

Extent Practicable”; others must be fully met 
• Reminder - : Redevelopment Must Improve 

Existing Conditions



• Written Erosion & 
Sediment Control & 
Pollution Prevention 
Plan

• Minimum Plan 
Standards

� Standards for Plan Implementation (e.g. 
Inspections, Adjusting Erosion Controls if Failing)

� New - NPDES SWPPP Can Serve as Required 
Plan

Thomas Maguire, MassDEP

Standard 8: Construction Controls



� New - O/M Plan Required
� Responsible Party Must 

Be Designated in Plan
� Plan Must Be 

Implemented
� New - Maintenance Log 

Must Be Kept
� New - Owner is 

presumed responsible for 
BMP until successor 
legally named

Standard 9: Operation & 
Maintenance Plan

Thomas Maguire, MassDEP



• New Standard
• No Illicit Discharges to

Wetlands or Storm Drain Systems
• Provides Consistency with MS4 NPDES 

Permit
• Only Have to Remove Illicit Discharges on-site
• Pollution Prevention Plan Should Include 

Measures to Prevent Illicit Discharges
• Illicit Discharges: same list as EPA’s MS4 

permit

Standard 10:
Illicit Discharges

Thomas Maguire, MassDEP



What Parts of the Stormwater 
Standards Can Towns Use to 

Meet Local Goals?

• Stormwater Standards already apply in 
Wetland areas

• Your Conservation Commissions are your 
local experts

• DEP Wetland Circuit Riders also available

www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/cridr.htm



• Four Suggestions:
– Identify local goals 
– Examine local authority
– Identify gaps in authority
– Propose ways to fill those gaps to 

meet local goals 

What Parts of the Stormwater 
Standards Can Towns Use to 

Meet Local Goals?



• Examples from the SW Standards . . .
– Recharge

– Water Quality/TSS
– Construction Period SW control 

– O & M 

What Parts of the Stormwater 
Standards Can Towns Use to 

Meet Local Goals?



• To promote local goals for 
Low Impact Development . . . 
– May require consideration of Low Impact 

Development 

– Could adopt local LID credits
– Examine other Towns’ efforts

– Smart Growth/Smart Energy Toolkit

What Parts of the Stormwater 
Standards Can Towns Use to 

Meet Local Goals?

http://www.mass.gov/envir/sgtk.htm



What Parts of the Stormwater 
Standards Can Towns Use to 

Meet Local Goals?

• Process suggestions . . .
– May incorporate “cross-requirements”

• Local – e.g., Planning Board and Con Comm
• Federal – meet federal Construction General 

Permit requirements (> 1 acre) 
• State – reference Stormwater Standards

– Check federal NOIs for construction

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/noi/noisearch.cfm



Key MassDEP Stormwater 
Sources of Information

– The New Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook
• www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/policies.htm#storm

– MassDEP Wetlands Circuit Rider Program
• www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/cridr.htm

– MassDEP Stormwater Staff 
• Madelyn.Morris@state.ma.us
• Thomas.Maguire@state.ma.u s
• Frederick.Civian@state.ma.us
• David.C.Noonan@state.ma.us


