
Rhode Island 
Joint Development Agreement
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The Short Story
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Offshore Wind is Rhode Island’s Largest Potential 
Source of Renewable Energy
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Why Offshore Wind?



The Challenge
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Taking Control…
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Preferred Developer Solicitation
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7 Respondents
• Alco Renewable
• Bluewater Wind
• Deepwater Wind
• DKRW/Gilbane
• Fishermens’ Energy
• Great Eastern
• Wind Power Pro

Shortlist
• Bluewater Wind
• Deepwater Wind
• Fishermens’ Energy
• Great Eastern

Finalists
• Bluewater Wind
• Deepwater Wind

Contracted
• Deepwater Wind

Deepwater Wind was selected to partner with the state to:
1. Create as many Rhode Island jobs as possible
2. Build offshore wind farms that satisfy the State’s renewable goals

3. Create energy price stability for Rhode Island

• Rhode Island is a “one project” State
– One 400 MW project satisfies State’s renewable goals

– Multiple smaller projects would result in more costly power

• Competitive Selection Process

Preferred Developer Solicitation



RFP Siting

RI Winds

• Pre-SAMP 
Siting Study

• Used to 
define areas 
preferred for 
development 
in RFP

• Preferred 
areas were in 
state waters 
off of Block 
Island

• State waters 
would bypass 
MMS



The Project – As Requested

We asked:  Are you sure that 
this is what you want?

• 106 Turbines 
Surrounding 
Block Island
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Visual Impact
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The Project(s) – As Proposed

The accepted 
alternative was 
to site the full 

scale project in 
Federal waters 
far from shore

And

A small project 
near Block 

Island



The Block Island Wind Farm
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(1)Satisfy the Island’s electricity needs

(2)Deliver lower power prices to Block Island

(3) Integrate an electric cable from the mainland

(4)Be aesthetically acceptable

Goals:



Monopile:
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Jacket:
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Foundations: Deep Water Approach
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The Joint Development Agreement
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With Federal rules and renewable power purchase legislation in 
place by year end, we can in fact start this industry, build towards 

energy independence and price security while creating much 
needed jobs



CLEAN ENERGY IS JUST OVER THE HORIZON 
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