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Building Downwash

• What is it?





ALL WRONG!

• Placing the diesel generator inside the 
building wake



ALL WRONG!

• Architectural Shrouds



ALL WRONG!

• Placing the Dumpsters next to the 
shipping receiving decks



ALL WRONG!

• Placing the shipping receiving decks next 
to the make up air louvers inside the 
building wake



ALL WRONG!

• Stack head design with a Weather Cap





ALL WRONG!

• Split system HVAC without make up air 



ALL WRONG!

• Plastic condensate drain pipes



ALL WRONG!

• Empty sanitary drain traps



ALL WRONG!

• Two exhaust fans connected to one single 
exhaust duct



ALL WRONG!

• Large open return air plenums 
( i.e., unducted)



ALL WRONG!

• Dumping outside air into one part of a 
large open return air plenum



ALL WRONG!

• Centrifugal fans operating in reverse



ALL WRONG!

• Exhaust fans not operating



ALL WRONG!

• Changing HVAC filters four times per year



ALL WRONG!

• Flexible duct



ALL WRONG!

• Univents in schools



ALL WRONG!

• Using a univent as a book shelf



ALL WRONG!

• Unattended roof leaks
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