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Issues Being Addressed

� 1980s:  State rules & broad permit 
requirements developed for EPA delegation 
that never happened

� 2006:  Need more focused state rules & 
oversight, streamlined procedures 

� Federal & local requirements do not change
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More Protection

MassDEP can focus on:

� POTW outfall toxics monitoring 
� Larger industrial sewer dischargers

� Toxic industrial discharges
� Direct discharges to surface & ground waters

� Sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) & 
infiltration/inflow (I/I)
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Less Process

� Reduces local/state overlap 

� Replaces most discharge-specific permits 
with certifications or permits by rule

� Streamlines much of remaining process
� Terminates forbearance policy
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Sanitary Sewer Regulations
� Addresses the discharge of sanitary sewage & 

industries with an SIC Code not listed in 314 CMR 
7.17(2)(c)

� Alters MassDEP Permit requirements

� Establishes reporting requirements for sewer 
overflows

� Establishes MassDEP authority to require permittees 
& municipalities to remove infiltration & inflow

� Limits sewer construction within Zone 1’s or Zone A’s
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Sanitary: Who needs a MassDEP permit?

� Sewer Extensions equal to or > 1,000 
feet

� Sewer Connections > 50,000 gpd

� Application & Instructions @ 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/surffms.htm #sewers
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Sanitary: MassDEP Certification 
required

� Sewer Extensions < 1,000 feet

� Sewer Connections > 15,000 gpd & < or 
equal to 50,000 gpd

• Also requires….
– Proper design (TR-16)
– Local permit
– MEPA/MHC compliance
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Sanitary: Only Local approval…..

� Sewer connections <  or equal to 
15,000 gpd

BUT…..MassDEP can require approval 
for any connection/extension where 
capacity issues or Sanitary Sewer 
Overflows(SSOs) exist



9

Sanitary: Sewer Extensions Prohibited

� In Zone I of a public water supply well 
or Zone A of Public Surface Water 
Supply..

……..unless work is necessary to 
eliminate existing sources of pollution



10

Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Reporting
� Owner/Operator must report overflow to 

MassDEP as soon as known, & no later than 
24 hours after occurrence

• 24-hour notification line 888-304-1133

� Within 5 days, File Report to MassDEP on 
incident & response

• By delivery to NERO or FAX to 978-694-3499
• By delivery to WERO or FAX to 413-784-1149
• By delivery to SERO or FAX to 508-947-6557
• By delivery to CERO or FAX to 508-792-7621

Forms @
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/surffms.htm #sso
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Sanitary: Possible MassDEP Actions

� Require infiltration/inflow removal from 
permittee or sewer authority

� Restrict or prohibit connections to the 
sewer

� Other actions to eliminate overflows
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Industrial: Affected Facilities

Rules apply to all manufacturing SIC codes & 
many others, for example:

� 4231 Motor Freight Transport Maintenance
� 4581 Airports, Flying Fields & Terminals
� 4953 Refuse Systems
� 7532-7539 Automotive Repair & Paint Shops
� 8062-8069 Hospitals
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Industrial: Affected Facilities

� MWRA sewer dischargers not affected

� Biotech sewer regulations (314 CMR 17.00) 
deleted  

� All biotech facilities now covered by 314 CMR 
7.00
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Industrial: Who Needs What

Type of 
Regulatory 
Oversight

IPP POTW Non-IPP POTW

Permit Needed
(every 5 years)

> 50,000 gpd > 25,000 gpd

Certification 
Needed

(every 5 years)

Not applicable < = 25,000 gpd

Permit By Rule < = 50,000 gpd Not applicable
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Industrial: Permit Needed

IPP

Facilities
w/ 50,000 
gpd

Non-IPP

Facilities
w/ 25,000 
gpd
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Industrial: Procedures

� Existing dischargers: Obtain permit or certify  
by January 12, 2008

� Applications & certifications may be filed as 
early as July 12, 2007

� New dischargers: Obtain permit before, or 
certify within 60 days after, discharge begins

� MassDEP review & public comment for 
permits

� Note: When MassDEP determines it is necessary to 
address an unusual circumstance or compliance 
problem, it will require a pretreatment plan approval 
and permit
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Industrial: Permits by Rule

� Performance standards & requirements same 
as with permits & certifications

� No submission to MassDEP
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Industrial: Permit/Certification

1. Facility information
� Name, location, contact, NAICS/SIC, POTW

2. Discharge information
� Wastewater characterization & volume
� Pretreatment description, when applicable

3. Local permit or approvals?
� Compliance with more stringent standard
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Industrial: Permit/Certification

4. General & Specific Prohibitions

� Listed pollutants that may be harmful to 
sewer, POTW, or receiving water
� Mercury: minimize beginning July 12, 2007; 

meet new 1 ppb limit effective May 1, 2009
� pH: between 5 & 10 (revised limits)
� Hazardous waste: new prohibition



20

Industrial: Permit/Certification

5. Pretreatment system standards & 
requirements

� Design & construction
� Grading & staffing
� Operation & maintenance
� Recordkeeping (permanent & operational)

6. Permits only: special conditions may be 
added by MassDEP
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Industrial: Toxics Reporting

� Applicability to be determined

� Effective no later than January 2009, after 
MassDEP issues guidance
� Developed in consultation with stakeholders 
� Types & amounts of pollutants, frequency & manner 

of reporting

� Potential pollutants prescribed by regulation & 
statutory lists 
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Industrial: Toxics Reporting 
Development Process

� Fall 2007: MassDEP Advisory Group to start

– Group’s focus:
• Overall toxic reporting framework

• Who will report what when
� To participate, please contact John Reinhardt: 

617-292-5667 or john.reinhardt@state.ma.us
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MassDEP Boston Contacts:

� Sanitary Sewer Connections
David Ferris  617-654-6514

� Industrial Sewer Connections
John Reinhardt 617-292-5667
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MassDEP Regional
Sanitary Sewer Contacts:

� Northeast office: 
– Kevin Brander 978-694-3236
– John Zajac 978-694-3240

� Southeast office:
– Jeff Gould 508-694-3391

� Central office:
– Robert Kimball 508-767-2722

� Western office:
– Mark Schleeweis 413-755-2279
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MassDEP Regional 
Industrial Sewer Contacts:

� Northeast office:
• Muhammad Ahsan 978-694-3280

� Southeast office:
• Robert Greene 508-946-2826

� Central office:
• Giles Steele-Perkins 508-767-2767

� Western office:
• Tim McElroy 413-755- 2271
• Dan Balboni 413-755-2126
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� Any questions?


