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EBC Wind Energy Seminar

2009: Big Strides in Massachusetts Wind Energy
Thursday, November 19, 2009
Lenox Hotel, Boston
This EBC Wind Energy Program will provide an update on the latest developments in wind energy in Massachusetts including a review of the Wind Energy Siting Reform Act, the new Wind Technology Testing Center in Boston Harbor, the new energy projects under development by the Massachusetts Renewable Energy Trust, and the implications of the new Massachusetts Ocean Management Plan that will soon be finalized. 
8:00 a.m.
Welcome
Daniel K. Moon, President EBC


Steve Barrett, Chair, EBC Wind Energy Development Committee
8:10 a.m.
Legislative Update on the Wind Energy Siting Reform Act 
Ken Kimmel, General Counsel




Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 
8:35 a.m.
Wind Technology Testing Center 
Derek Berry, Director of Engineering
 




Wind Technology Testing Center
9:00 a.m.
Massachusetts Wind Projects
Carter Wall, Executive Director, Renewable Energy Trust

9:30 a.m.
Cape Wind Project
Mark Rodgers, Communication Director, Cape Wind
 
10:00 a.m.
Networking Break
10:30 a.m.
Ocean Management Plan - Off Shore Wind - Renewable Energy Areas

John J. Wiggin, Director
 



Urban Harbors Institute - University of Massachusetts Boston 

11:00 a.m.
Panel Discussion
· Ken Kimmel
· Derek Berry
· Carter Wall
· Mark Rodgers

· Jack Wiggins
12:00 p.m.
Adjourn

The Wind Energy Siting Reform Act is a bill currently before the Massachusetts legislature which seeks to streamline the permitting of land-based wind energy projects while enforcing Massachusetts environmental protection standards and preserving home rule.  The bill proposes to achieve these objectives by establishing a single local reviewing authority comprised of members of other town boards to issue the local permit for wind projects over 2 MW.  For state permits, the Energy Facilities Siting Board would be the sole reviewing authority.  In addition to existing members of the Board (e.g., the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs), two new positions would be created for a municipal representative and for the Commissioner of the Department of Fish and Game.  Appeals to local decisions would be heard by the Siting Board and appeals of the Siting Board’s decisions would go directly to the Massachusetts Supreme Court.  It is anticipated that the legislature will take up the bill late on 2009 or early in 2010.

Wind Technology Testing Center - The Wind Technology Testing Center (WTTC ) will offer a full suite of certification tests for turbineblades up to 90m in length. WTTC will also offer the latest wind turbine blade testing and prototype development methodologies in order to help the wind industry deploy the next generation of onshore and offshore wind turbine technologies. NREL is providing the technical expertise and testing hardware for WTTC under its Cooperative Research and Development Agreement with the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative.

Massachusetts Wind Incentive Program

The goal of the Commonwealth Wind Incentive Program is to assist responsibly sited wind energy projects of all scales in achieving successful and timely installations, while also supporting Governor Patrick’s goal of having 2,000 megawatts (MW) of wind power capacity installed in the Commonwealth by 2020. The Commonwealth Wind Incentive Program (CommWind) provides rebate, grant, and loan funding for the installation of wind projects in Massachusetts. Funding is available for residential, commercial, industrial, and public facilities that are customers of investor-owned electric distribution utilities or Municipal Light Plant Departments that pay into the Renewable Energy Trust.

There are three initiatives within this program: 1) Micro Wind, 2) Community-Scale Wind, and 3) Commercial Wind. The Micro Wind initiative exists today as a rebate program and has been incorporated into the CommWind framework. The Community-Scale Wind initiative replaces the Community Wind Collaborative (CWC) and the wind portion of the Large Onsite Renewables Initiative (LORI). The Commercial Wind initiative will support multi-turbine projects that are typically undertaken by private developers and primarily serve wholesale power markets.
Massachusetts Ocean Management Plan Renewable Energy Areas 
Renewable Energy Areas are places specifically designated for commercial wind energy facilities, in recognition of the need to provide opportunity for renewable energy generation at a meaningful scale, but to do so with careful regard for potential environmental impacts. While other renewable energy technologies are allowed in these areas, it does not appear that commercial-scale opportunities for wave or tidal energy exist in the areas given currently available technology. 

The draft ocean plan identifies two proposed designated Wind Energy Areas in the vicinity of the southern end of the Elizabeth Islands and southwest of Nomans Land. Adjacent to these areas, EEA has identified potentially suitable locations in federal waters for commercial-scale wind energy development. Comprising 2 percent of the planning area, this territory is capable of supporting 166 wind turbines of 3.6 megawatts each— roughly 600 megawatts total, or enough capacity to power up to 200,000 homes.
Cape Wind

Cape Wind is proposing America’s first offshore wind farm on Horseshoe Shoal in Nantucket Sound. Miles from the nearest shore, 130 wind turbines will gracefully harness the wind to produce up to 420 megawatts of clean, renewable energy.  In average winds, Cape Wind will provide three quarters of the Cape and Islands electricity needs.
SPEAKERS

Derek Berry, Director of Engineering

Wind Technology Testing Center

National Renewable Energy Laboratory

303-717-8416 (mobile)    derek.berry@nrel.gov

Ken Kimmell, General Counsel
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center
100 Cambridge Street, 10th Floor, Boston, MA 02114
617-626-7391     ken.kimmell@state.ma.us        MASSCEC.com

Ken Kimmell has served as general counsel of the executive office of energy and environmental affairs since January 2007.  On an interim basis, he has also served as general counsel to the newly created Clean Energy Technology Center.  He has focused on legislation to reorganize the environmental secretariat, energy legislation, permit streamlining initiatives, statutory and regulatory changes to promote renewable energy, wind energy siting reform, and policy initiatives such as the MEPA Greenhouse Gas policy.  Prior to joining the Patrick Administration, Ken was in private practice at Bernstein Cushner and Kimmell, where he focused on environmental and land use law and litigation.  Ken graduated from Wesleyan University and UCLA School of Law, and lives in Newton, where he serves on the Newton Community Preservation Act committee.

Mark Rogers, Director Communications
Cape Wind Associates

Boston Office

75 Arlington Street, Suite 704

Boston, MA 02116

617-904-3100

Carter Wall

Director, Renewable Energy Trust
Massachusetts Technology Collaborative

75 North Drive, Westborough, 01581  
508-870-0312      wall@masstech.org

Carter Wall is the Executive Director of the Massachusetts Renewable Energy Trust, which provides financial and technical support to renewable energy projects in the Commonwealth.  Prior to her service at the Trust, Ms. Wall was the Executive V.P. and COO of PowerOptions, Inc., the largest energy-buyers consortium in New England.  In previous years in the energy industry she has also been part of the financial and program planning team for a number of large-scale infrastructure projects, including planning for Harvard University’s new Allston campus, a multi-billion-dollar modernization of O’Hare Airport, and projects for the Port of Seattle and Anchorage and Toronto International Airports.  She was an Associate in the Global Utilities Investment Banking division of Merrill Lynch, Assistant Director of the Harvard Electricity Policy Group, and is also past Chairman of the Board of the Pinchot Institute for Conservation.  Ms. Wall is a graduate of Bryn Mawr College and Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government, and she lives in Leverett, Massachusetts.  

John J. Wiggin, Director

Urban Harbors Institute- University of Massachusetts Boston

100 Morrissey Blvd, Boston MA 02125

617-287-5570      jack.wiggin @ umb.edu

Jack Wiggin is the director of the Urban Harbors Institute at the University of Massachusetts Boston. He has almost 30 years of experience in government, the private sector, and academia developing and implementing coastal and marine policy, planning and management strategies.  Jack is leading a Massachusetts Ocean Partnership-funded team that has been providing technical assistance to the Commonwealth in development of the Massachusetts Ocean Management Plan.  He is also part of a team conducting an assessment of “space-use conflicts” between renewable energy development and existing and potential users of offshore waters of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans for the Minerals Management Service.

